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Woods Bagot to design landmark Soho development for Firmdale Hotels 

 

Architectural practice Woods Bagot has been appointed to design Firmdale Hotels’ new 

development at Ham Yard in London’s Soho.   

 

Woods Bagot’s hotel design team, headed by Principals Rob Steul and Nathan Freebury, will work 

on the 0.75 acre site for the boutique hotel group.   

 

The architects are working with Firmdale Hotels and Westminster Council on a mixed-use planning 

application for Ham Yard which will include residential apartments, affordable housing, and a 90 

room luxury hotel.  The development team are aiming for the hotel to be open in time for the 2012 

Olympics.    

 

Tim Kemp, Chairman of Firmdale said: “Firmdale Hotels is delighted to be working with 

Westminster, the local residents and architects Woods Bagot on this extraordinary project which 

will take our current portfolio of hotels into a whole new realm.” 

 

Rob Steul, Principal at Woods Bagot, said: “Ham Yard is an abandoned and long neglected part of 

Soho. We are working toward a design which not only repairs the urban fabric of the site, but also 

fully engages the wider neighbourhood. At the heart of our proposal is a new public square which is 

linked to the surrounding streets by restoring traditional pedestrian routes which had been lost over 

time, thereby connecting Golden Square through to Denman Street and Piccadilly Circus.  

 

“It is vital to us, and the owners, to contribute to the unique personality of Soho and respond with 

an architecture which is complementary to the scale, massing and materials of the area.” 

 

Woods Bagot’s team already has significant experience of working on hotel design in the capital 

including the recent planning approval to convert the Grade II* listed 10 Trinity Square at Tower Hill, 

as well as others in Westminster including the Trafalgar Hilton and Courthouse Doubletree on Great 

Marlborough Street. 
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For further information contact: 

 

John Williams, Mandate Communications 

Tel. +44 (0)20 7379 5000; Mb. +44 (0)7930 508 296 

Email  John.williams@yourmandate.com  

 

Beth Nicol, Mandate Communications 

Tel. +44 (0) 20 7379 5000; +44 (0)7875 705 732 

Email Beth.nicol@yourmandate.com 

 

 

About Woods Bagot 

Architectural design practice Woods Bagot provides its clients with innovative design solutions that are 

both functional and inspiring. This is demonstrated by the successful delivery of a range of high profile 

projects within the commercial workplace, hospitality, mixed-use, education and science sectors.  

 

Woods Bagot’s London studio has a diverse team of over 60 design professionals.  Since its inception, its 

dynamic, integrated team has developed a diverse portfolio of significant projects including:  

 

– 10 Trinity Square, London 

– Trafalgar Hilton, London 

– Minthis Hills Resort, Cyprus 

– Rolls House, London 

– Walkers, Cayman Islands 

– Eversheds, London 

  


